
REGULAR TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 4, 2019 

Minutes of the Regular Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Monday, 
February 4, 2019, at 6:00 PM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers. 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Coz at 6:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Town Clerk Stevens led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 

Present: Absent: Tardy: 
Commissioner Besler x 
Mayor Coz x 
Commissioner de Haseth x 
Vice Mayor MaGruder x 
Commissioner Sloat x 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Coz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor Coz announced that Town Manager Titcomb submitted his resignation recently, and the 
Commission wished him well in his new position. He announced that the Town Commission held a special 
meeting last week and appointed Town Clerk Stevens as the Acting Town Manager beginning March 18, 
2019 for a period of 180 days. The Town Commission and the public congratulated Town Clerk Stevens. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Vice Mayor MaGruder requested to move item #17 up on the agenda and re-number it to item #3.a. 

Town Clerk Stevens requested to remove Agenda Item #8, as more work needs to be completed before first 
reading of the ordinance. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to approve the agenda as amended; seconded by Commissioner 
Besler. Motion carried 5-0. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. Town Hall will be closed on Monday, February 18th in observance of President's Day. 
b. The next Planning & Zoning Commission meeting will be held on Monday, February 11 th at 8:30 

a.m. at Town Hall; and the next Regular Town Commission meeting will be held on Monday, March 
4th at 6:00 p.m. at Town Hall. 

c. The Municipal Election will be held on March 12, 2019. There is one Town Commission seat open 
for a three-year tenn and one Town Commission seat open for a one-year term. Qualified Candidates 
are: Steve Coz, Susan Hurlbur1, and John Lipscomb, Jr. Cha1ter Amendment Referendum Questions 
will also be on the ballot. There are printouts available for the public with the notice of election, the 
sample ballot, and the proposed Town Cha11er showing how the Town Charter will be amended if 
the referendum questions pass on election day. / Las elecciones municipales se celebrara el 12 de 
marzo de 2019. Hay un asiento de la Comisi6n de la ciudad abra una Comisi6n de la ciudad asiento 
abierta por un periodo de un afio y un perfodo de tres afios. Candidatos calificados son: Steve Coz, 
Susan Hnrlburt & John Lipscomb, Jr. Preguntas de referendum de enmienda de carta tambien estara 
en la boleta electoral. Hay copias impresas disponibles para el pt'.1blico con la notificaci6n de elecci6n, 
la boleta electoral de mucstra y ca11a propuesta mostrando c6mo se modificara la catta de la ciudad 
si las preguntas de referendum pasen en la jornada electoral. 
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d. The League of Women Voters will be holding a Town Commissioner Candidate's Forum on 
Thursday, February 7, 2019 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Town Hall. Residents are invited to the forum 
and will have the opportunity to submit questions to the Moderator. 

e. Residents who wish to add their name to the email blast list to receive imp011ant Town notifications 
should sign up on the sheet provided on the counter in the lobby or notify the Town Clerk. 

f. The Town's contractor, Blue Iguana Pest Control, will be holding a resident informational workshop 
regarding iguana control at Town Hall on Tuesday, February 19, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Malcolm Gropper, candidate for Boynton Beach Commissioner, spoke to the Commission about his 
background, and noted that he is not in favor of new development along federal highway along the current 
path they are going. 

Rick Maharajh, candidate for Boynton Beach Commissioner, spoke about his background, and noted that 
he is fami liar with the density issues. He stated that the cutTent intense zoning needs to be corrected, and 
he is not in favor of intense over-development. He stated that he needs economic and moral support, and 
asked for the help of Ocean Ridge residents so that he can in tum help them. 

Mike Fitzpatrick, candidate for Boynton Beach Commissioner, spoke about his background, and stated that 
he is not in favor of sanctuary cities, and not in favor of higher density along the intracoastaJ. 

Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, mentioned that the font size on the sample ballot is too small. Town 
Clerk Stevens responded that she would create a document with ballot language in a larger size font. 

Jimmy McAndrew, Island Drive, thanked the Commission for approving a pilot program for iguana control. 

Joe Belmonte, 5572 N. Ocean Blvd, stated that it is time for a crosswalk near Ocean Ridge Yacht Club and 
Colonial Ridge, as the residents are aging and it is becoming dangerous to cross the street in that area. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (Items that do not require discussion) 
1. Adopt Minutes of Regular Town Commission Meeting of January 7, 2019. 
2. Approval of Poll Workers for the March 12, 2019 Election. 
3. Proclamation: The Municipal Election will be held on March 12, 2019. There is one Town 

Commission seat open for a tlu·ee-year term and one Town Commission seat open for a one-year 
tenn. Qualified Candidates are: Steve Coz, Susan Hurlbwt, and John Lipscomb, Jr. Chatter 
Amendment Referendum Questions will also be on the ballot./ Proclamaci6n: La elecci6n Municipal 
se celebrara el 12 de marzo de 2019. Hay un asiento de la Comisi6n de la ciudad abra una Comisi6n 
de la ciudad asiento abierta por un periodo de un afio y un periodo de tres afios. Candidates calificados 
son: Steve Coz, Susan Hurlburt & John Lipscomb, Jr. Preguntas de referendum de enmienda de carta 
tambien estara en la boleta electoral. 

Commissioner Besler moved to approve the consent agenda as submitted; seconded by Vice Mayor 
MaGruder. Motion carried 5-0. 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
Town Clerk's Note: The Commission voted to move item # 17 up on the agenda and re-number it to item 
#3.a. 

3.a. Crown Colony Crosswalk Discussion (By: Vice Mayor MaGruder) 
Town Manager Titcomb stated that the Town Commission first ente11ained the idea of a crosswalk near 
Crown Colony this past summer and at the time indicated that because a DOT st11dy is required, the 
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preference would be to wait until high season to do the study, and that's where we are now. We will need 
to conduct the pedestrian and traffic study to see if DOT standards are met, and the study would cost around 
$5,000. In addition to the study, an item to consider is that under DOT standards, the Town cannot build a 
crosswalk that lands in the grass. We would need a means of egress by installing a sidewalk or landing pad 
that gets people from the crosswalk to a safe landing spot. He stated that he looked at plat maps this 
morning, and the proposed desired location is mid-block coming from Crown Colony near Fayette Drive. 
He noted that the theory is to have pedestrians proceed to the walkway on Fayette, however, the issue is 
that the walkway at Fayette is specifically dedicated to the property owners of the Tropical Subdivision l, 
so there may be an issue of pedestrians being able to gain access to the beach from that area. He stated that 
a neighborhood agreement may be needed to use that walkway. He stated that pedestrians can be routed to 
beach crossovers at Beachway to the north or Tropical to the south. If the study comes back successful and 
we can get a permit for the crosswalk from DOT, we would need to bring back a proposed project for a 
design build for the crosswalk and additional infrastructure such as a landing pad or sidewalk may be 
needed. 

Mayor Coz noted that DOT can still reject the application once the study is concluded, as they have the 
authority on AJA. Town Manager Titcomb stated that DOT sometimes grants applications even if the 
traffic counts are not met, if there are other mitigating factors, however, it is up to them. He noted that his 
project will likely exceed the Town Manager's spending threshold of$10,000. Mayor Coz asked if DOT 
could then come back and mandate other requirements, and Town Manager Titcomb confirmed that DOT 
has jurisdiction of Al A. 

Public comment: Salem Masarof, the President of Crown Colony, spoke about Ocean Ridge being a gem 
and protecting that gem. He opined that the issue is pedestrian safety to travel from the west end of A 1 A 
to the east end in order to proceed down Fayette. He stated that Crown Colony has an easement right of 
way to use the Fayette walkway. He would like the Town to seriously consider the possibility of the 
crosswalk, as they won't be able to proceed with it without the Town's help. He also read a statement into 
the record from Ron Kim, the Treasurer of Crown Colony, who also supports the crosswalk. 

Gary Lachman, Ocean Ridge Yacht Club, 5604 N. Ocean Blvd, spoke in favor of a crosswalk, and stated 
that there are 200 households between Crown Colony and the Ocean Ridge Yacht Club, and there are people 
crossing the road and taking shortcuts eve1y day which is a safety issue, and now that it has been noted on 
the public record, it could be a case of indirect liability for the town. 

Albert Certo, 5520 N. Ocean Blvd, a member of Crown Colony, spoke in favor of the crosswalk near Crown 
Colony, and mentioned issues they were having in Delray Beach. 

Dan Decker, Crown Colony resident, mentioned the easement on the Fayette walkway, and noted that the 
1952 document dedicates the easement to the residents of Tropical Park Sub 1, and in 1969 when the 99 
year lease was made to Crown Colony, the document stated that Crown Colony is pa1i of Addition #1. 
Town Manager Titcomb responded that he does not know if Ocean Ridge Yacht Club would be included 
in the easement. 

Commissioner Besler stated that the Commission talked about the crosswalk installation during the budget 
process, and he is in favor of moving forward. Vice Mayor MaGruder agrees. 

Commissioner Sloat moved to support the initial funding for the traffic study and preparation work 
to determine the design and configuration for installing a crosswalk on AlA in the proximity of 
Crown Colony near Fayette Drive; seconded by Commissioner Besler. Motion carried 5-0. 
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4. Blue Star Memorial Marker (By: Town Manager Titcomb) 
Town Manager Titcomb advised that the Commission gave consensus at a prior meeting to erect a blue 
star memorial marker, and he has been working with the Garden Club on this project. The sign and its 
location have been determined at this time. He introduced Lynn Allison of the Garden Club to speak to 
the Commission. 

Dr. Allison stated that the Garden Club would like to place the sign on the front lawn near the Town Hall 
sign. At the ribbon cutting ceremony in around 12 weeks or so, the American Legion will talk about the 
background of the sign, and she invited the Commissioners to attend. 

Mayor Coz asked if there would be any traffic safety issues with the location that was selected, and Chief 
Hutchins responded that there would be no issues. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Town Manager Titcomb clarified that the preferred location of the sign is halfway between the Town Hall 
monument sign and the driveway. 

Commissioner de Haseth moved to approve the placement of the Blue Star Memorial Marker as 
described by the Town Manager; seconded by Commissioner Sloat. Motion carried 5-0. 

5. Confirm Hiring of Kathie Gatewood as Assistant Town Clerk/Administrative Assistant (By: 
Town Clerk Stevens) 

Town Clerk Stevens advised that the Town currently has a vacancy for an Assistant Town 
C lerk/Administrative Assistant. After receipt and review of many application packages and several 
interviews, staff has chosen Kathie Gatewood to fill the position. All pre-employment background 
checks and processes have been completed and Ms. Gatewood is ready to join the team. Ms. Gatewood 
comes to us with a background working as a Receptionist in a law office, and she has also worked in 
retail management and performed work on a government contract. Most recently, she was a full-time 
student earning her Bachelor of Science in Management at Hodges University. Since earning her degree, 
she is eager to get back into the work force . We believe Ms. Gatewood will be a great fit for our 
community, and we are excited to welcome her to our team at Town Hall. In accordance with Section 
4.04 of the Town Charter, staff recommends that the Commission provide confirmation of Kathie 
Gatewood for the position of Assistant Town C lerk/ Administrative Assistant to be hired immediately. 

At this time, Town Clerk Stevens introduced Kath ie Gatewood to the Commission. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Besler moved to confirm the hiring of Kathie Gatewood as Assistant Town 
Clerk/Administrative Assistant e ffective February 4, 2019; seconded by Vice Mayor MaGruder. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

6. Approve Contract with PLACE Planning & Design, Inc. for Specialized Consulting Services 
to Provide Planning & Zoning Review (By: Town Manager Titcomb) 

Town Manager Titcomb advised that staff is recommending that the Town Commission approve a 
contract with PLACE Plarrning & Design for professional planner review services for building and land 
development applications for zoning code compatibility. He noted that we are working separately with 
Urban Design Kilday Studios on comp plan amendments. He stated that most of the charges incurred by 
the Planner will be pass-through costs, with a majority of expenses being absorbed by building permit 
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application fees. He stated that there is a resume, contract, and insurance documentation in the meeting 
backup materials. 

Jerry Goray, P&Z Chairman, 130 Island D1ive, stated that it will be helpful to have another professional 
opinion and thinking regarding the plethora of applications that come before the Planning & Zoning 
Commission. He stated that it will supplement the good job that Building Official Cameron is doing, and 
it would be an unbiased opinion. 

Mayor Coz asked how much more it would cost for the applicant, and Town Manager Titcomb stated that 
the Planner will work from a rate card at $145 per hour, with approximately two hours ofreview time per 
application. He stated that this is a credentialed Planner to give a professional report on zoning issues, 
ensuring all aspects of the projects are vetted before the P&Z is required to make a decision or 
recommendation on it, which would be a tool to help the Commission and help the town to reduce the 
number of re-submittals, which will eventually save the homeowner money. Mayor Coz stated that there 
is a 10 day contract termination clause if either party is not satisfied. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to approve a contract with PLACE Planning & Design, Inc. for 
Specialized Consulting Services to Provide Planning & Zoning Review effective immediately; 
seconded by Commissioner Besler. Motion carried 5-0. 

7. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 2019-01: An Ordinance of The Town of Ocean Ridge, 
Florida, Amending Its Code of Ordinances By Amending Chapter 67, "Buildings And 
Building Regulations", Article II "Coastal Construction", And Section 67-17 "Coastal 
Construction And Excavation Setback Line", To Provide That Zoning Confirmation 
Approvals Shall Be Issued By The Building Official And Not The Town Commission; 
Providing For Codification, Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances, Severability, And An Effective 
Date. (By: Town Attorney Shutt) 

Town Clerk Stevens read Ordinance No. 2019-01 by title only. 

Town Attorney Shutt advised that this ordinance was approved on fost reading at the January Town 
Commission meeting, and provides that zoning confirmation that ctm-ently comes to the Commission 
would go directly to DEP through the Building Official. He stated that this in no way diminishes the fact 
that people would still need to comply with all of the building and zoning regulations and our town code; 
this is more of a perfunctory item. 

Commissioner de Haseth noted that at the last meeting, the Commission reached consensus to look at 
code amendments for building development eastward of the CCCL, and asked about the status of that. 
Town Clerk Stevens stated that this item is on the P&Z meeting agenda on Monday to begin the process. 

Commissioner de Haseth stated that she would prefer passing this ordinance after P&Z finishes its work 
on the other CCCL code amendments. Mayor Coz suggested that the Commission pass this ordinance 
now and also move forward with the other amendments. 

Commissioner Besler moved to adopt Ordinance No. 2019-01 on second reading; seconded by 
Commissioner Sloat. Motion carried 4-1 (Commissioner de Haseth dissenting). 
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8. First ReadiRg ef OrdiReRee Ne. 2019 02: An Ordinanee ef The Tewn Of Oeean Ridge, 
Florida, Amending Its Cede ef Ordinanees By A,meediRg Chapter 6 "Alarm Systems", 
Artiele IV ",4Aerm UseF's Permit", Seetien 6 84 "Fee"; Amending Chapter 42, "Selid 
Waste", Te Provide Fer Late Fees and Ieterest and the Wai¥er ef Fees and Interest In 
Certain Situatieas; Pre•,riding Fer Cedifieatien, Repeal ef Cent-lieting Ordinanees, 
Se,•erability, and an Effeeth•e Date. 

(Town Clerk's Note: The Town Commission voted to remove item #8 from the agenda .) 

9. Appoint Alternate Member of the Board of Adjustment to Fill the Vacancy of Robert Sloat 
(By: Town Clerk Stevens) 

Town Clerk Stevens advised that there is currently a vacancy for an alternate member on the Board of 
Adj ustment since Commissioner S loat was appointed to the Town Commission. The Town Code, 
Section 63-34 (b)(4) states that "Any vacancy occurring shall be filled by the Town Commission 
within 60 days after the vacancy occurs." There was an announcement on the January Town 
Commission agenda for residents to submit a resume and letter of interest by the deadline of January 
28, 20 19, and the only application received was from Martin Wiescholek which was included in the 
Town Commission package for review. If the Town Commission decides to appoint Mr. Wiescholek 
to fi ll the vacancy, it will be for a term to expire in April of this year. In April, which is the month that 
terms normally expire, there will be three vacancies on the B oard; one regular seat which is currently 
held by Hans Kahle,1, and two alternate seats, one which is c utTently held by Kimberlee Pompeo, and 
the seat that is currently vacant. 

Martin Wiescholek, 5 Engle Drive, stated he is happy to serve and make sure the town has the right 
vision that continues through the process. He stated that the Board of Adjustment is an importan t 
board that deals directly with variances which is a gateway for town codes to be over-written. There is 
a fine line between something passing and not passing, and the board is responsible for making 
important decisions that will protect the town. 

Commissioner Besler opined that Mr. Wiescholek would be great candidate. 

Mayor Coz noted that Mr. Wiescholek was a great service to the town during the discussions regarding 
the 35% pervious area, and he has been a builder for many years. 

Commissioner de Haseth moved to appoint Martin Wiescholek to fill the vacancy of Robert Sloat 
on the Board of Adjustment; seconded by Vice Mayor MaGruder. Motion carried 5-0. 

10. Community Input on Future Garbage & Recycling Services (By: Mayor Coz) 
Town Manager T itcomb advised that the town will be going out to bid on garbage and recycling services 
in the near future. He is asking for input regarding any service issues anyone has had and improvements 
or modifications that may be needed to our ctm ent service. He stated that now is the time to say 
something before the RFP is completed. He stated that things such as service routes, mechanical pickup, 
days of the week for pickups, etc. all affect cost and how the company provides the service to the town. 

Public comment: Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, asked ifwe have explored s ingle container 
recycl ing where evetything is co-mingled in one conta iner. Town Manager Titcomb stated that there is a 
provision for companies to recommend service delivery models, and our cunent provider did speak to that 
issue, and they also noted that there is a move to go toward mechanical services and s ingle stream 
systems; those are the things that will evolve with the technology. He stated that everything has a cost 
factor and pros and cons. Mr. Brown stated that our current provider does not use their clam truck a lot, 
as they are hand load ing most of it. Town Manager T itcomb stated that we are specifying age of 
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equipment that can be brought into the town in the RFP so we are not victimized by equipment failures, 
etc. We are trying to eliminate that. 

Martin Wiescholek, 5 Engle Drive, stated that he has noticed that on recycling days, paper bins tend to 
litter the streets. He mentioned that Lake Worth used to combine bins, but they went back to the old 
system. 

Mike Fitzpatrick, Boynton Beach resident, stated that he toured the recycling facility at Solid Waste 
Authority and learned that the reason that there are two recycling bins is because glass breaks and if it is 
mixed with paper, then the cost of recycling paper goes up by 90%, so it ends up being burned at the 
landfill. If it is not combined, they can re-sell the paper. 

Town Manager Titcomb stated that a schedule of fines or fees for non-service are being placed in the 
RFP. 

Betty Bingham, 1 E. Ocean Ave, suggested that different providers talk to citizens in a forum as an 
informational tool. She stated that we need to identify the rules of placing vegetation at the curb, as the 
price of the contracts are based on the amount the contractor thinks they will need to transport. Mayor 
Coz stated that the proposals submitted to us will answer that question. 

Town Attorney Shutt stated that the reason we are trying to ask questions now is so we can detennine the 
requirements in the RFP so the contractors will know what they are bidding on. They could give us a 
price for ce1tain days of the week if that is what we request. If we know what we want, we will get a 
better product. We could also leave it open for the best price if that is what the Commission wants. 

Mayor Coz stated that he conducted an informal survey of about 30 residents, and none of the residents 
wanted to change the pickup days. Commissioner Besler noted that we may receive a discount ifwe 
switch to a day no one else wants to use. Town Attorney Shutt added that Wednesdays and Sah1rdays are 
the cheapest. The public audience at this point all told the Commission that they didn't want to switch 
days, as they like being able to put their vegetation out on Sunday. 

Mayor Coz stated that he is in favor of leaving the days the same, and noted that penalties will be added if 
routes are missed, and the age of the equipment will also be addressed. Town Attorney Shutt stated that 
this will be a five year agreement with a five year renewal. He stated that most companies are moving 
toward a mechanized system for liability and cost reasons, and asked if the Commission wanted to go 
with roll out ca1ts, requiring containerized service. Mayor Coz stated that people have their own method 
and the people he surveyed want the service to remain the same. Town Attorney Shutt stated that we are 
currently in a franchise agreement with Republic, with no restriction on the amount of vegetation to be 
picked up, and he does not recommend limiting it. 

Mayor Coz is in favor of keeping services as-is. Town Attorney Shutt stated that if he does not receive 
any comments otherwise, he will draft the RFP with the same cun-ent services. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked if we are providing enough pickup for multi-family units during the high 
season. Mayor coz stated that he did speak with some people at Crown Colony and Colonial Ridge and 
they did not bring that as a problem to his attention. 

There was consensus of the Commission to make no changes to the garbage and recycling service, 
and to direct the Town Attorney to update the RFP and contract. 
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11. Resolution No. 2019-01: Adopting Town Commission Rules of Order & Procedure (By: 
Town Manager Titcomb) 

Mayor Coz read Resolution No. 2019-01 by title only. 

Town Manager Titcomb advised that this item came before the Commission last month, and the 
Commission asked for revisions. Staff has prepared the revisions and the revised document was included 
in the meeting materials. He noted that Commissioners had ideas of additional things they would like to 
see along the way, and he mentioned that since this is passed by resolution, it can be done at any time and 
requires only one meeting since it is not an ordinance. 

Public comment: Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, mentioned that there is currently a Senate bill to 
regulate town government meeting activities related to public comment and how much notice is provided 
for meetings. He noted that this document will need to change if that bill passes. He also asked how staff 
would notify residents of an emergency meeting and suggested that we provide a sign in the front of 
Town Hall by the road. 

Commissioner de Haseth mentioned that there is a text notification product called "Code Red" that we 
may want to consider looking into. Chief Hutchins stated that we have access through the County for 
push notifications, but that service is not available for meeting notices. The deal is for emergency 
operations for disasters, crime, and missing persons. He stated that "Code Red" is a wonderful program, 
and mentioned that there is a cost associated with it. He stated he would explore further if the 
Commission wants him to. 

Mr. Brown stated that Roberts Rules of Order has an open nomination process, and would like the 
Commission to look into it. 

Polly Joa, 35 Hersey Drive, mentioned that there is a conflict in the Rules of Order and Procedure and the 
Town Charter regarding the meeting notification period. Mayor Coz stated that if the Charter 
amendments pass on Election Day, we will see changes in ordinances and also these rules. Commissioner 
de Haseth suggested using the same language that is in the Chaiter. Town Attorney Shutt suggested 
amending the document now and using the same language as is in the Chatter. 

Commissioner de Haseth mentioned that she attended the IEMO training through the Florida League of 
Cities and they talked about rules of order and procedure, which seem to be prevalent. She suggested that 
the Commission may want to consider placing a time limit to the meetings in the foture. Mayor Coz liked 
that idea and stated that there are several things that the Commission could do to shorten the meetings. 

Commissioner de Haseth moved to adopt Resolution No. 2019-01 as amended; seconded by 
Commissioner Besler. Motion carried 5-0. 

12. Set Date for September Regular Town Commission Meeting Due to Holiday (By: Town 
Clerk Stevens) 

Town Clerk Stevens advised that the Regular Town Commission meeting date will fall on the Labor 
Day holiday this year. In the past, the Commission has typically moved meetings that fall on a holiday 
to the following Monday. However, the meeting may be held on any date that the Commission so 
chooses. Staff recommends setting the date of Monday, September 9, 2019 for the Regular Town 
Com mission Meeting. 

Commissioner Besler moved to schedule the September Regular Town Commission meeting on 
September 9, 2019; seconded by Commissioner Sloat. Motion carried 5-0. 
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REPORTS 
13. Town Manager 
Town Manager Titcomb advised that his report is included in the meeting package, and reported on the 
following: 

a. Beachway's crossover is being reconfigured into a natural pathway as proposed, with dune 
resilient plantings to infill around a meandering sandy entrance access path. Field pe1mitting is in 
place through DEP. However, our dune-expert Rob Barron, in process of locating suitable 
planting stock to install, recommends we wait for March 1st plantings to be ready in order to 
avoid weather and damage issues to the new plantings. 

b. Per the plea of residents, staff is purchasing and scheduling temporary installation of a movable 
traffic calming "speed hump" system installation to deploy into neighborhoods where speeding 
and traffic issues create concern, and this should produce behavior modification in these problem 
traffic areas of town. Upon addressing an area problem, the rubber-material mats can be relocated 
to another problem area as needed. Town Manager Titcomb stated that this is a pilot project on 
Harbour Drive that will cost around $3,000, and they are not very portable as they are nailed into 
the pavement. He noted that this may create concerns with our paving company, and the base 
cost might prove to be more expensive. He also noted that we will have to make street repairs if 
we move them. Mayor Coz asked when the installation will take place, and Building Official 
Cameron responded that staff is in the process of checking availability, and they should be 
installed before the next Commission meeting. 

c. Town Manager Titcomb was offered a position in a rural western Palm Beach County town, 
which he assisted to incorporate into a new municipality a dozen years ago. This professional 
opportunity and challenge is unique to him and he is excited at the prospect, yet sad to leave 
Ocean Ridge! We have built a good team here, implementing new programs and processes over 
the last 3 ½ years for bettetment of Town operations and service to our residents. He knows our 
highly capable staff will ca1Ty on the priorities and programs that make this a special community. 
He has recommended the Commission select an in-house staff person be named acting/interim 
replacement Town Manager (ex officio) for continuity and stability. Appointing a temporary 
manager in-house will afford the Town time to decide on its longer term leadership and 
succession issues. Follow-up note: Town Manager Titcomb staiis his new position officially on 
March 18°1

, and the Town Commission selected Town Clerk Tracey Stevens to fill the role of 
Acting Town Manager effective March 18, 2019. Town Manager Titcomb will do everything he 
can to assist in a smooth, seamless transition while he is here. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder stated that there are unintended consequences of speed bumps, as they are 
a foot and a half wide, and they do make noise. They are spiked through the asphalt and we just 
repaved Harbour Drive a year ago. If Harbour Drive residents don't like them, we have tq pull 
them up and fill the holes, and the roadway will deteriorate. The roadway could even deteriorate 
while installed because the \-vater can get into the holes. He noted that a pothole problem is 
something that we currently don't have. 

Public Comment: Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, asked where on the road the speed bumps 
will be installed, and Town Manager Titcomb stated that staff has detennined the locations, and 
Mr. Brown may not like one of the locations from a noise perspective as the location is just west 
of his property. He noted that the second location is near the Scharlinkski 's house, which is close 
enough proximity to the :first one to prevent going over one and then revving up the engine before 
getting to the next one. He stated that they need to be placed away from driveways and catch 
basins. Vice Mayor MaGruder asked about the cost and Town Manager Titcomb stated that the 
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cost is approximately $3,000 for two installations and they are compliant with fire safety and 
garbage trucks. 

14. Town Attorney 
Town Attorney Shutt advised that there is no report. 

15. Police Chief 
Chief Hutchins advised that the Police Department monthly report is included in the meeting package and 
includes monthly police department statistics. He mentioned that next month's report will appear in a 
different format, as they now have a new vendor. The same information will be provided, but in a different 
format. He reminded everyone about the Coffee with a Cop event on February 13th from 7 a.m. to 9 a .m. 
at Town Hall. Chief Hutchins noted that he has consistently received questions about the Boynton Beach 
fire/rescue response times, and he has consistently researched the matter and found that sometimes the 
infonnation is entered incon-ectly, or response times are longer due to information being relayed that the 
call is actually not an emergency. He stated that he met with the Fire Chief recently and he pledges to have 
the resources moved closer to Ocean Ridge to cure response times. He noted that the long term project to 
move a station closer will take one and a half to two years. Chief Hutchins stated that he has been asked to 
research an EMT program to provide another level of service to our residents, and he noted that we will not 
need an ambulance if he have the suppo,t of Boynton Beach's Medical Director and Chief. If the 
Commission is interested, he would like to present the information as soon as possible but no later than the 
budget process, however, he believes the sta1tup costs will be around $125,000 which includes training and 
equipment for the Officers. There was no direction given bv the Commission at this time regarding 
EMT Services, however, Mayor Coz suggested we place this item for discussion on a budget meeting 
agenda. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder asked if the Chief could schedule a patrol car to monitor the area on AIA near 
Crown Colony around 6:30-7:30 a.m. to try to slow people down. He noted that traffic is heavy and fast 
d uring that timeframe. Chief Hutchins confirmed that he would schedule that. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked for consensus to have the Chief work to provide infonnation to the 
Commission on the "Code Red" program, and there was consensus of the Commission. 

Mayor Coz stated that there is an app called Mr. Number to stop robo-calls. This is a free app and it is easy 
to use to bloc1\_ known robo-cal!s. Chief Hutchins stated that he will do research on that and place 
information in the newsletter. 

Chief Hutchins mentioned that the Town recently had a success story w ith the license plate recognition 
cameras (LPR). Gulf Stream had thousands in equipment stolen from their town, and the LPR showed 
equipment leaving across the Woolbright Bridge. Lieutenant Jones and Sergeant Ermeri reviewed the tapes 
and dete1mined that a person hooked up to a trailer in Gulf Stream, got out of the vehicle under our camera, 
and within 30 minutes from receiving the call from Gulf Stream and reviewing every camera in town, we 
were able to determine the make and model of the truck and get the tag number, and then within an hour 
we provided suspect information which led to identification of the driver of the borrowed truck. Both the 
driver and the truck have become an interest of the Palm Beach County Sheriff's office investigations. 
Chief Hutchins stated that there is no way Gulf Stream would have been able to solve the crime without the 
cameras. Lieutenant Jones found out that the person drove up and down the side streets in Ocean Ridge, 
probably looking for more items to steal, and we were lucky that we had no victims of crime in Ocean 
Ridge with that incident. He noted that the LPR's are working for our town and others in solving local 
crime. 
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16. Building Official 
Building Official Cameron reported that the Building Official report is included in the meeting package and 
includes monthly building department statistics. He thanked residents who have been calling to ask 
questions before they start their projects, and stated that staff is here to answer any questions. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder asked for a status on a property on the north side oflxora Way that has a blue tarp 
on the roof, and Building Official Cameron responded that he would look into it. 

TOWN COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
17. Cr0wa C0l0ay Crasswalk Diseussiaa (Y)'! Vice Mayer MaGruder) 
Town Clerk's Note: The Town Commission voted to move item #17 and re-number it to item #3.a. on the 
agenda. 

18. Palm Beach County Coastal Resilience Partnership Update (By: Vice Mayor MaGruder) 
Vice Mayor MaGruder advised the public that the report is available on the Town's website and asked if 
there are any questions. 

Mayor Coz asked about the $72,000 grant being given to island communities, and wondered if we are 
expected to contribute matching funds in June 2019. Vice Mayor MaGruder stated that the $72,000 grant 
was initiated by seven communities and has been approved. The grant is being administered through 
Boynton Beach, and it is paying for a pre-vulnerability study and the creation of an RFP. It also includes 
volunteer work by Harvard University. He stated that we now have 10 communities involved including 
Gulf Stream and Briny Breezes. The study will gather information on the 10 similar communities as far as 
being vulnerable. Mayor Coz noted that it will not cost us a penny as it is funded through grant money, 
and then when the rep01i comes back, the Town would make a decision as to whether or not to expend 
funds on the recommendations in the report. Vice Mayor MaGruder confirmed that there are no matching 
funds for this part in the process. He stated that once the criteria is put together, we will know how much 
it will cost each community, and there is no down-side at this point. He stated that he will meet with the 
committee member working on the GIS data along with Lisa Tropepe to go over the mapping. In the long 
term, it will be helpful for us. He stated he hopes to have the numbers for the vulnerability study during 
the budget process. 

Commissioner de Haseth thanked Vice Mayor MaGruder for expending his time and energy on this project 
for the town. She noted that it is a daunting process to follow, and to get a grant out of it is great. Sl1e 
mentioned that Vice Mayor MaGruder donates his time for this. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 

Minutes prepared by Town Clerk Stevens, and adopted by the Town Commission on March 4, 2019. 

~ -

Steve Coz, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

.-acey L. Steti 
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